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The debate for and against abolition of cigarettes has continued for centuries with the likelihood of going on unless cigarettes actually get banned. Proponents of this argument depend largely on the negative effects of cigarettes on human health. Owing to the nature of substances used in producing them, cigarettes are highly intoxicant and chemically saturated. Besides being naturally harmful, they are causal factors of various diseases. These include varied cancers, respiratory complications, and heart diseases. In cases of long term use, they result in deaths (Cavender & Kahane, 2010). On the other hand, opponents of cigarette abolition mainly cite financial and economic reasons. Although cigarettes contribute substantially to various economies, their negative effects are extensive. As a result, they should be made illegal.
An analysis of the chemical content in cigarettes reveals various facts that work against their continued use. The first chemical at the tip of a burning cigarette is cyanhydric acid which is toxic and has a history of being used in gas chambers during production processes. The second is ammoniac, a common detergent. Others include methanol which is used as rocket fuel, naphtalene which is used in producing moth repellents, arsenic which is used to produce poison, vinyl chloride which is used in plastic production and nicotine which doubles as an insecticide and herbicide (Bernhard, 2011). Other than these, carbon monoxide, polonium, pyrene, and urethane are also substantially present in cigarettes (Dean, 2007). All these chemicals subject smokers to high toxic risks.
In relation to diseases, is worth noting that approximately half a million deaths are blamed on direct and indirect effects of cigarettes in the United States alone every year. As indicated by Wang and Scott (2005), cigarette associated cancers claim the lives of about two hundred thousand individuals annually. Respiratory complications that arise from cigarette smoking also cause approximately a hundred thousand deaths with heart related conditions tracing pathways to cigarettes being responsible for about one hundred and fifty thousand deaths. Additionally, the extension of cigarette smoke to secondary or second hand inhalers also risks their lives substantially. According to Wang and Scott (2005), about fifty thousand persons die in the US every year as a result of this. In cases where expectant mothers smoke extensively, Bernhard (2011) cited that cases of fetus and infant deaths may occur. Statistically, these contribute to about a thousand of the half a million deaths associated with cigarettes. When dropped carelessly, cigarette filters also cause fires which statistically claim about a thousand lives annually (Dean, 2007). Considered in terms of human health and physical safety and wellbeing, cigarettes should be abolished.
However, cigarettes are among the most heavily taxed products. Occurring in tens of billions of dollars, tax from cigarettes caters for approximately three percent of the total government revenue (Cavender & Kahane, 2010). Other than arguing that the government needs this money for various expenses, those against abolition of cigarettes cite extended benefits like numerous jobs offered in farms, processing centres, and in sales distribution channels. As noted by Dean (2007), most tobacco farmers have no alternatives because all their equipment, skill, and experience are tobacco specific. If cigarettes were to be abolished, they would face difficulties in adjusting to other sources of income for their families.
Despite the fact that cigarette production and taxation provide relative benefits to the society, opposing facts indicate that they cost the society more. Averagely, the collective expenditure of individuals on cigarettes and the resultant costs associated with fires and diseases far outrun the income realized from them. Although it may be difficult to adjust the society to a cigarette free one, cigarettes should be made illegal because of their negative effects.
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