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I completed my college in Los Angeles and headed to Thailand where I became a monk through ordination. The realization informed my decision of becoming a monk that my life was slowly detaching from my Buddhist upbringing. The spiritual and life experience at the monastery is quite crucial in my trajectory. Life at the monastery was thorough. I had to learn all the 227 precepts to walk in the holy path among them fasting and self-restraint. These precepts were a huge contribution to my personal development. I also got the chance to exercise my leadership skills as a teacher for the younger monks. During my teaching period, I stressed on imparting in the students moral ethics. Doing this required me to have good knowledge of all public and private actions to differentiate the morally good and bad ones. Interacting with people from different cultures at the monastery made me aware of my weaknesses, and I worked hard to improve on them. Moreover, following the strict monastery rules enlightened me about the importance of rules and why law and order prevails if rules are obeyed.

Discipline was key to my survival at the monastery. In every event and activity, all monks were expected to portray the highest degree of discipline. It helped me much to get out of my bad habits and become a morally upright person. A good example is the 532-kilometre walk that attracted 1500 monks. In the exercise, we walked 20 kilometers daily bare-footed and ate only one meal a day. The endurance through the scorching heat, the patience and tolerance all molded me into a stronger person able to tackle challenges appropriately. Through this walk, we managed to convert many souls due to the huge number that gathered at the final event. It was the best experience ever at the monastery.

I secured a job as an International Project Director as soon as I came out of the monastery. This job made me realize how important my monastery skills were. I had to coordinate with the government on matters of law so that I could successfully organize events in the village. In addition, I arranged frequent meetings between the people and development coordinators. My grip for Thailand law strengthened due to these repeated interactions with the law and legal agents. My short stint there saw a 30% increase in the number of projects that benefited the villagers, with much focus on international projects sponsored by the United States and Middle East. My leadership and organizational skills also came to play as I organized peace and educational events that helped strengthen cohesion among community members and boosted their knowledge base. This year alone, for instance, over 1,000,000 students turned up for the educational event. On the environmental front, I helped integrate irrigation and waste management systems, construction of temples and community outreach centers, road and electricity structures in the remote villages. I was highly accountable as I made use of complex data compilation and analysis methods that saved on implementation costs for all the projects.

My passion for serving the people grew, and I hope that law school and my practice as a lawyer will help nurture it even more. I aspire to be a public service and international lawyer to help fight for people’s human rights. Working with non-profit organizations is my other area of interest. These bodies help reach out to the most vulnerable in the society requiring legal aid and assistance. As an international law specialist, I will be working closely with the United States laws touching on international matters and link with international legal bodies to help expand my service for the people globally. Most importantly, I want the knowledge I will acquire at law school to ignite all the above aspirations.
